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History, you will find that he excels Vertot. Sir, he has the art of compiling, and of saying every tiling he has to say in a pleasing manner1. He is now writing a Natural History and will make it as entertaining as a Persian Tale.'
I cannot dismiss the present topick without observing, that it is probable that Dr. Johnson, who owned that he often'talked for victory,' rather urged plausible objections to Dr. Robertson's excellent historical works, in the ardour of contest, than expressed his real and decided opinion ; for it is not easy to suppose, that he should so widely differ from the rest of the literary world".
JOHNSON. ' 1 remember once being with Goldsmith in Westminster-abbey. While we surveyed the Poet's Corner, I said to him,
"2<\)rsitan el nostrum no-men miscdritnr istis*."
When we got to Temple-liar he stopped me, pointed to the heads upon it4, and slily whispered me,
" Forsitan ct nostrum nomm misccbitur ISTIS V '
I  Even Hume hud no higher tuition of what was required in u writer of ancient history.    lie wrote to Robertson, who was, it .seems, meditating a History of Greece:   'What ran you do in most places with those (the ancient) authors but transcribe ami translat.tr them?    No letters or .state papers from which you could correct their errors, or authenticate their narration, or .supply their defects.'   J. II, Marlon's Hume, ii. 83.
1J See antt\ ii. 61. Southey, asserting that Robertson, had never read the Laws of Alonxo the Wine, says, that' it is one of the thousand and one omissions for which he ought to be; called rogue us long as his volumes last.1 Southey'.s /,/'/>, ii. 318.
s Ovid, do Art. Amand, L Hi, v. 13 (33y|. BOSWKLI.. ' It may be that our name too will mingle with those.'
4 The Gent. Afdjf. for Jan. 1766 (p. 45) records, that 'n person was observed discharging musket-balls from a steel crossbow at the two remaining heads upon Temple Bar.' They were the heads of Scotch rebels executed in 1746. Samuel Rogers, who died at the end of 1855, said,' I well remember one of the heads of the rebels upon a pole at Temple Bar.' Rogera's Table-Talk, p. 2.
II  In allusion to Dr. Johnson's supposed political principles, and perhaps his own.    BOSWKLI,.
II.--18                                                           Johnson55. Historien agreable et 6legant. Mort en 1735.' Voltaire, Sticle de LOTUS XIV.
